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December 3, 2023  
First Sunday in Advent  

“Moving Forward United in Faith” 
“Committed to Christ, United by Love.  We are about 

God, Christ, the Word, and the Future.  No matter who 
you are or where you are on Life’s journey, you are 
welcome here.  We are Bethany United Church of 

Christ.” 
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BETHANY UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST 
December 3, 2023                                             10:45 AM 
 If you are looking for a church home, we invite you to 
become part of the community of faith and mission here at 
Bethany.    

 

(*) PLEASE STAND AS YOU ARE ABLE 
(Bold Text is said or sung by everyone) 

 
RINGING OF THE BELL 
 
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
PRELUDE: “Watchman, Tell Us of the Night” from Great 
Sacred Melodies vol.2 …Perry/Dengler 

Watchman, tell us of the night, What its signs of 
promise are, Trav’ler o’er yon mountain’s height, 
See that glory beaming star. Watchman, does its 
beauteous ray Aught of joy or hope foretell? 
Trav’ler, yes; it brings the day; Promised day of 
Israel. 
 
CALL TO WORSHIP  

L: Now is the time of watching and waiting.  

P: The time of pregnant expectation of new life.   

L: The dark winter season when hope is waiting to be born.  

P: Let us come before God with receptive and willing 

spirits.   

 
*HYMN: #154 O Come, O Come, Emmanuel 
 
*CALL TO CONFESSION  

  

*PRAYER OF CONFESSION (unison)  

As followers of Christ, we are always on a journey. On 

our pilgrimage there is no time when we can afford to 
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stop growing in love, in strength, and in knowledge of 

God. So it is that when we gather to worship, we must 

confess those places in which we need to grow. In 

preparation of the coming of the Christ, let us confess 

our need for growth, in silence before God: (silent 

prayer of confession)  

 

*ASSURANCE OF PARDON 

 
*PASSING OF THE PEACE   
Pastor: The peace of Christ be with you. 
People:  And also, with you. 
 
*CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE (unison): #176 Lift Up 
Your Heads O Mighty Gates vs.1 
 Lift up your heads, O mighty gates behold, the King of 
glory waits! The King of Kings is drawing near, the 
Savior of the world is here. 
 
LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT WREATH:  Something New: 

“Is Anything Really New?” Bev & Bill Rumble 

  

CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE: #175 Vs. 1&2  

We light the Advent candles against the winter night, to 

welcome our Lord Jesus who is the world’s True Light, 

to welcome our Lord Jesus who is the world’s True 

Light.  

The first one will remind us that Christ will soon return.  

We light it in the darkness and watch it gleam and burn, 

We light it in the darkness and watch it gleam and burn.  

 
 
READING OF SCRIPTURES 
                I Corinthians 1:3-9 
                * Mark 13: 24-37 
Leader: This is the Good News 
People: Thanks be to God 
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MEDITATION: “Wait and Watch”  

              

OFFERING INVITATION 

 

OFFERING OF OUR TITHES and GIFTS   

OFFERTORY: “Prepare the Way of the Lord” 
…Mozart/Hopson                    Chancel Choir                             
                                                         
*OFFERTORY RESPONSE: #196 In the Bleak Midwinter 

vs.4 

 What can I give him, poor as I am? If I were a shepherd, 

I would bring a lamb; if I were a wiseman, I would do my 

part; yet what I can I give him: give my heart. 

 

*PRAYER OF DEDICATION 

 God of Justice and Love, transform these offerings, that 

they may be gifts of justice and love for a world in need 

of hope and help. Let love flow through these offerings, 

that they may become gifts of love for the world. Amen 

 

SHARING OF JOYS AND CONCERNS 
 
CALL TO PRAYER – PASTORAL PRAYER  
THE LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  
Thy Kingdom come.  Thy will be done on earth as it is in 
heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread.  And forgive 
us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.  And 
lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For 
thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever.  Amen. 
 
THE SACRAMENT OF HOLY COMMUNION pg. 7  
(Today we will receive communion by Intinction)  
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*HYMN: # 152 Prepare the Way, O Zion 
                                                                                                              
*BENEDICTION 
 
*CHORAL BENEDICTION: #178 Emmanuel, Emmanuel  
 Emmanuel, Emmanuel, his name is called Emmanuel. 

God with us, revealed in us, his name is called 

Emmanuel. 

POSTLUDE 
 

Our worship ends, our service begins! 

 
 
 

FLOWERS and BULLETINS: are dedicated to the honor and 
Glory of God by Len and Rebecca Kesselring.  
GREETERS: Gail Correll 

USHERS: Consistory 

LAY READER: Debbie Brown 

 

Scriptures 

I Corinthians 1: 3 - 9 NRSV 

3 Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord 
Jesus Christ. 4 I give thanks to my God always for you 
because of the grace of God that has been given you in 
Christ Jesus, 5 for in every way you have been enriched in 
him, in speech and knowledge of every kind— 6 just as the 
testimony of Christ has been strengthened among you— 7 so 
that you are not lacking in any gift as you wait for the 
revealing of our Lord Jesus Christ. 8 He will also strengthen 
you to the end, so that you may be blameless on the day of 
our Lord Jesus Christ. 9 God is faithful, by whom you were 
called into the partnership of his Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 
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Mark 13: 24 - 37 NRSV 

24 “But in those days, after that suffering, the sun will be 
darkened, and the moon will not give its light, 25 and the stars 
will be falling from heaven, and the powers in the heavens 
will be shaken. 26 “Then they will see ‘the Son of Man coming 
in clouds’ with great power and glory. 27 Then he will send 
out the angels and gather the elect from the four winds, from 
the ends of the earth to the ends of heaven. 28 “From the fig 
tree learn its lesson: as soon as its branch becomes tender 
and puts forth its leaves, you know that summer is 
near. 29 So also, when you see these things taking place, you 
know that he is near, at the very gates. 30 Truly I tell you; this 
generation will not pass away until all these things have 
taken place. 31 Heaven and earth will pass away, but my 
words will not pass away. 32 “But about that day or hour no 
one knows, neither the angels in heaven nor the Son, but 
only the Father. 33 Beware, keep alert, for you do not know 
when the time will come. 34 It is like a man going on a 
journey, when he leaves home and puts his slaves in 
charge, each with his work, and commands the doorkeeper 
to be on the watch. 35 Therefore, keep awake, for you do not 
know when the master of the house will come, in the evening 
or at midnight or at cockcrow or at dawn, 36 or else he may 
find you asleep when he comes suddenly. 37 And what I say 
to you I say to all: Keep awake.” 

Oldies Dance 

Christmas Oldies dance Friday night Dec 8th in the 
Church basement.  It will include a lite hot buffet and 

desserts along with coffee & treats.  Food starts at 5:30 
with music at 6:30 provided by DJ Dick Roberts.  Music 
will be traditional 50's & 60's hits, a little dance music, 

mixed with some sounds of the season.  Admission will 
be personal donation with all proceeds after expenses 

going to the church 
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An Order for Communion 

 
Invitation: 

M: Beloved in Christ, the Gospel tells us that on the 

first    day of the week Jesus Christ was raised from 

death, appeared to Mary Magdalene, on that same 

day sat at the table with two disciples, and was made 

known to them in the breaking of the bread. 

C: This is the joyful feast of the people of God. 

Men and women, youth, and children, come from 

the east and the west, from the north, and the 

south, and gather about Christ’s table. 

 

Call to Prayer: 

M: God be with you. 

C: And also, with you. 

M: Lift up your hearts. 

C: We lift them to God. 

M: Let us give thanks to God Most High. 

C: It is right to give God thanks and praise. 

 

Prayer of Consecration 

Words of Institution 

Congregational Response: Be present with us as 

we share this meal, and throughout all our lives, 

that we may know You as the Holy One, who with 

Christ and the Holy Spirit, lives forever. Amen 

 

The Distribution of the Elements 

Prayer of Thanksgiving(unison) 

We thank You, God, for inviting us to this table 

where we have known the presence of Christ and 

have received all Christ’s gifts. Strengthen our 

faith, increase our love for one another, and let us 

show forth Your praise in our lives; through Jesus 

Christ our Savior. Amen. 
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                     THIS WEEK AT BETHANY 

 
SUNDAY, DECEMBER 3 First Sunday of Advent 
10:45  Worship in the Sanctuary with Communion 
Conversations about recent church visits 
 
MONDAY, DECEMBER 4 
9:00AM 1:00PM Office Hours 
7PM  Darts @ Star of Bethlehem 
 
TUESDAY, DECEMBER 5 
9:00AM 1:00PM Office Hours 
 

WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 6 
5:30PM Handbell Rehearsal 
7PM  Chancel Choir Rehearsal 
 
THURSDAY, DECEMBER 7 
9:00AM 1:00PM Office Hours 
 
FRIDAY, DECEMBER 8 
5:30PM Christmas Oldies Dance FH 
 
SATURDAY, DECEMBER 9 
1:45pm Live Nativity @ Bethlehem Rose Gardens 
 
NEXT SUNDAY, DECEMBER 10 Second Sunday in 
Advent  
10:45  Worship in the Sanctuary  
1:45pm Live Nativity @ Bethlehem Rose Gardens 
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Bethlehem Live Nativity 
Join us as we celebrate Christ’s birth in the Rose 
Garden December 9 &10. Anyone is welcome to join the 
Chancel Choir when we sing at the Live Nativity on 
Saturday Dec. 9 and Sunday Dec. 10.  
 
 
  Pastor Todd is directing a 50+ voice choir presenting 
Handel’s Messiah (The Christmas Portion) at Nazareth 
Moravian Church (4 S. Main St.) this coming Wed. Dec. 6 @ 
7:30pm. There is a freewill offering and a social will follow. 
There are four outstanding soloists. Aim for 7 as parking is 
premium near the church. The concert will be livestreamed 
as well the password is N@zM0r@v1@n 
  The Bach Choir of Bethlehem presents their Christmas 
Concerts @ First Presbyterian, Allentown on Sat. Dec. 9 and 
First Presbyterian, Bethlehem on Sun. Dec. 10 both @ 4pm. 
Tickets @ Bach.org or at the door. 
 

End of the Year Sale 
 

While cleaning out the office I came across the ends of 
items that were sold in the past here @ Bethany. They 
are on a table in the Narthex and may be purchased by 

placing a donation in the jar. We have Anniversary 
Plates, Christmas ornaments, Cookbooks, and 

notecards. Think stocking stuffers or mementos. 
 

The Christmas Fund 
 

The Christmas Fund for the Veterans of the Cross is an 
annual UCC offering that expresses our thanks to retired and 

active UCC pastors and lay church workers and their 
families that are facing financial need and other emergency 
needs. An envelope will be coming soon for you to donate. 

Thank you! 
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POINSETTIA PLANTS 
 

Anyone wishing to place a poinsettia plant in our 
Sanctuary to help decorate and beautify our 
church for the Christmas holidays, is asked to fill 
in the necessary information below and return it 
to the church office accompanied by your 
payment.  Checks are payable to “Bethany 

UCC” marked Poinsettia in your memo area.  The deadline 
for all orders is Sunday, December 17. 
 
 
--------------------------------------------------------------- 

RETURN WITH PAYMENT TO CHURCH OFFICE 
 
_____ Red Poinsettias @ $10.00 a plant 
 
 
 
          IN MEMORY OF                or               IN HONOR OF 

(circle one) 
 
Please place in bulletin as follows: 
 

 

 

 
Given by: 
________________________________________________ 
 
______ DONATION ONLY (Money is given directly to the                    
                Church) 
 
______ I want the poinsettia plant(s) 
 
TOTAL _________________________ 
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